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Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: 
ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee. 


—Deuteronomy 32:7 


Praising Our Merciful Savior for His Providence 
The History of America Conference Celebrates the Work of God 


early 900 gathered in Harris- 
| \ | burg, Pennsylvania on July 2-6 
for Vision Forum’s History of 
America Conference. Featuring such not- 
ed historians and commentators as Dr. 
Marshall Foster, Dr. Paul Jehle, Col. John 
Eidsmoe, Pastor Joe Morecraft, Kevin 
Swanson, and Bill Potter, the event sur- 
veyed more than 400 years of U.S. history 
through 62 lectures—all from a biblical 
perspective. Also showcased were numer- 
ous musical and reenactor performanc- 
es, along with a special children’s play on 
America’s providential past. 

The event opened with music from 
the fife, drums, and bagpipes and a stir- 
ring rendition of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” by vocalist Danny Craig. Vision 
Forum president Doug Phillips then fol- 


Formal Reenactment of the Battle of Gettysburg 


lowed with a keynote address in which 
he explained that the focus of the con- 
ference was to recover an understanding 
of America’s history that has largely been 
lost, even among Christians. “We are los- 
ing our culture because . . . we've lost our 
reference points; [and] without reference 
points, we don’t know who we are,” Phil- 
lips stated. 
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Panel Discussion with Speakers and Faculty 


Dr. Paul Jehle, president of the Plym- 
outh Rock Foundation, closed the eve- 
ning with a stirring message titled, “The 
Meaning and Message of Plymouth,’ and 
kicked things off the following morning 
with the first of four full-century over- 
views of American history. His focus— 
the 1600s. Dr. Jehle described the 17th 
century in America as the “blade of the 
kingdom” in light of the stages of plant 
growth described in Mark 4:26-28. 

Dr. Marshall Foster, founder of the 


More than 60 Reenactors Shared Their Stories 


World History Institute, gave further 
context to the legacy that gave birth to 
America, tracing “The Meaning of Chris- 
tendom” from the rise of Patrick in the 
400s to the founding of Plymouth in 
1620. Foster encouraged his hearers to 
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recognize the power of the truths they 
were learning at the event: “God raises 
up ... men and women at times of crisis 
when it looks like there’s no hope. .. . You 
are learning the great truths that liberate 
men and nations.” 

In the closing keynote on July 3, mili- 
tary historian Bill Potter gave a poignant 
overview of the Battle of Gettysburg— 
the epic engagement that 150 years before 
was drawing to a close on this very date. 
“The Battle of Gettysburg is in my DNA,” 


Attendees Reenact Pickett’s Charge 


Potter remarked, explaining how this con- 
flict that occurred in 1863 between North 
and South captured his imagination at a 
young age, prompting dozens of trips to 
the battlefield and more than fifty years 
of study. 


Fils tORYIOF AMERI@GAC ONFERENCE REPORT yo 
A CA 


The following morning, Bill joined 
Doug Phillips in leading seven tour buses 
to the Gettysburg Battlefield for a July 4th 
day of remembrance. Their first stop was 
at the Virginia Monument which over- 
looks the field where “Pickett’s Charge” 
occurred, the final movement of the bat- 
tle which signaled defeat for the South 
and victory for the North. The group 
then visited Little Round Top and Dev- 
il’s Den, both hallowed landmarks known 
for hard fighting and great deeds of val- 
or. Afterwards, the group made their way 
to a historic reenactment of the Battle of 
Gettysburg which drew 12,000 reenactors 
and an estimated 
235,000 people to 
the area. 

Convening back 
in Harrisburg on 
the Sth, partici- 
pants were treated 
to numerous high- 
lights, including a 
powerful keynote 
address by Pas- 
tor Joe Morecraft 
in which he sur- 

150th of Gettysburg veyed the destruc- 
tive philosophical 
influences that took hold in America in 
the 19th century, as well as a stage play 
titled, “The City on a Hill.” Directed by 
Miss Stephanie Cone, the play featured a 
cast of more than 40 children and was a 
delight to all. 

The final day of the conference focused 
on our nation’s more recent history 
through a variety of messages, and also 
included a panel discussion on “America’s 
Legacy of Freedom.” Fielding questions 
from the audience, the speakers were can- 
did about many of the challenges Chris- 
tians face in our country today while being 


Se 


Bill Potter’s Keynote on the 


The Children’s Play, “The City on a Hill” 


hopeful about the future, recognizing that 
God always preserves His remnant. 

The conference ended with a bang with 
the Sesquicentennial Gala, an evening 
extravaganza that included a costume 
contest, a recreation of one of the famous 
Lincoln-Douglas debates, and a special 
presentation titled, “The Music of the 
American People.” Narrated by Geoff Bot- 
kin and featuring an array of musicians, 
this walk through our nation’s music over 
four centuries was not only entertaining, 
but chronicled how shifts in America’s 
theological priorities affected our music 
for good or for ill. 


America’s Music Remembered 


Doug Phillips offered this closing 
charge: “My prayer for all of you is that 
you will take what you've been given and 
you will do much with it—that we will be 
a generation who loves our history, so we 
can build our future” & 
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Using Living History to Share 
400 Years of God’s Providence 


ision Forum Ministries has been taking Christians 
into the field to learn the providences of God 
for more than a decade through our Faith and 
Freedom Tours and providential history events such as- 
the Jamestown’ Quadricentennial, the Reformation 
~ 500; the Titanic 100,-and the History of America 
Conference. A signature aspect of our events is liv- 
ing history told through ourreenactors who [ove'to 
dress the part and tell stories of God's providence. 
Below are a few images of our team from the!His- 
tory of America Conference. 


j 
j 


Jonathan Edwards Dialogs with 21st-Century Children Sacajawea Talks about the Lewis & Clark Expedition 
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Lessons from the Roaring Twenties 
An Autopsy of the Generation that Gave Us Modernity 


Presented by Doug Phillips at the History of America Conference 


The following is a brief excerpt from the speech 
of a similar name delivered by Doug Phillips 
at the History of America Conference. 


he 20th century will be remem- 
T bered for many things—the 

century of genocide, statism, the 
redefinition of the family, and more. No 
decade of the last century—not even the 
tumultuous 60s—sought to rebel from 
Christianity as did the 1920s. It was the 
age of flappers, The Great Gatsby, prohi- 
bition, women’s liberation, gangsters, and 
moral excess. The men and women of the 
1920s sought to break from the “shackles” 
of the traditional morality of Christianity 
and seek freedom from the codes of their 
fathers regarding dress, morality, language, 
entertainment, marriage preparation, and 
more. Here are just a few of the lessons we 
should consider: 

The inability of one generation to 
clearly articulate to the next the reason 
for their values will usually result in the 
next generation rejecting the values of 
their parents. For many, the first two 
decades of the 20th century was a time 
of theological confusion and diminishing 
passion for the Gospel. By the 1920s, a 
generation was rising which had seen the 
hypocritical externals of a fading Chris- 
tian culture which had lost its robust, 
biblical bearings. 

Perversion can be packaged as cute- 
ness. The great cultural move towards 
androgyny between the sexes began in the 
1920s as women sought, and men encour- 
aged, a change in clothing and hair styles 


8 I2Caring Iwenties Trend 
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to blur lines of distinction between men 
and women. There was an intense desire 
to be fashionable and free. Boyish-look- 
ing girls were thought to be “cute.” New 
dress styles were designed to be provoc- 
ative and to facilitate a more sexually per- 
missive social life. 

Ethical leadership abhors a vacuum. 
Following WWI, the Church was large- 
ly in a mode of cultural retreat. It offered 
little organized response to the chang- 
ing ethical standards and no meaning- 
ful, encouraging alternative to cultural 
decline. In the absence of a godly witness, 
evil will prevail fora season. © 
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The Story of a Girl with a Dream, 
A Father with a Vision, and 


For her homeschool graduation, Miss Carolina Bowers honored 


her father by memorizing the entirebook of Proverbs. 


Curtis Bowers is a man of many hats. His 
friends know him as a tenderhearted husband 
and father to nine children on this earth. His 
enemies know him as a former state represen- 
tative and a fearless warrior in the gates of the 
land. Over the last few years, he has made a 
special impact with his Jubilee award-winning 
film, Agenda. Here we interview Curtis as a 
homeschool father of vision who set a “simple” 
graduation goal for his children—commit to 
memory the entire book of Proverbs. When 
his firstborn, Carolina, finally accomplished 
the goal, he conspired with his father-in-law 
to honor her with a lifetime dream—a trip to 
Greece to walk in the footsteps of the Apostles. 
We met with Curtis to interview him and get 
the story. 

Vision Forum Ministries (VEM): Cur- 
tis, we were very blessed to learn that after 
more than seven years, your daughter Car- 
olina has completed her father’s directive to 
memorize the entire book of Proverbs. Can 
you tell us a little bit about the vision you 
shared with her to do so? 

Curtis: One of the great things about 
homeschooling is that you have total con- 
trol over the curriculum, and I thought the 
best curriculum is the book of Proverbs. I 
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Carolina Bowers 


had always wanted to memorize it myself 
but had not put the time into it. So [thought 
this would be a great family project. 

VFM: When did you first have this 
vision for your daughter? 

Curtis: When Carolina was seven, I 
shared this vision with my family. We would 
read a chapter of Proverbs for every day of 
the month—3]1 days, 31 chapters. I started 
reading the chapters once or twice a day out 


loud and realized we should 
memorize them. I remember 
how surprised I was when I 
first quizzed Carolina, and 
my three-year-old said: “I 
know it, too, Daddy,’ and 
he recited it word for word. 
We sometimes don’t think 
the younger children can 
do this, but they really can. 
I decided at that point that 
a requirement to graduate 
from our homeschool would 
be to memorize all 31 chapters of the book 
of Proverbs. I did not want to take them by 
surprise, but let them know up front. 

VEM: But why Proverbs? Why was this 
book special to you? 

Curtis: Nothing can provide our chil- 
dren with more wisdom than the book of 
Proverbs. Proverbs allows us to learn from 
Solomon who has seen it all and knew by 
the power of the Holy Spirit what is good. If 
you cannot learn from the wisest man who 
ever lived, you can't learn from anybody. 

VEM: How did your children respond to 
your directive? 

Curtis: They were happy to do it. From 
the time Carolina was seven to about the 
age of fourteen, I went through the chapters 
with them every day. We probably memo- 
rized three a year until we had twenty mem- 
orized. At that point I started over with the 
new, younger ones. Carolina continued on, 
and she has been steadily memorizing the 


Curtis Bowers Wins ‘Best of Festival’ at the SAICFF 


Carolina and Her Father 


new ones and reviewing the 
old ones. 

VEM: How has memoriz- 
ing the Scriptures changed 
Carolina’s life? 

Curtis: Psalm 119 says, 
“Thy word have I hid in my 
heart that I might not sin 
against thee.” God reminds 
us that the very act of hiding 
God's Word helps to keep us 
from sin. In the case of Caro- 
lina, it helped to foster a love 
for God's Word. She gets up every morning 
and reads and reads, taking notes. Her love 
for the Lord and the Bible has exploded. She 
is so respectful and honoring, disciplined, 
very kindhearted, and loves learning—I 
attribute much of this to the Holy Spirit 
blessing the reading of the Word. I want my 
children to love what is right and hate evil. 
Carolina is like that—she is drawn to good. 

VEM: What makes a New Testament 
tour of Greece special to Carolina? 

Curtis: As her love for the Bible has 
grown from memorizing, her passion to 
visit the places of the Bible has exploded. 
She has dreamed of a mission like this for a 
half'a decade. So it was only natural to seek 
the Lord to find a way to honor her desire 
to honor me. I wanted her dreams to come 
true, and so did her grandfather who helped 
to make this possible by buying her the tick- 
et as a graduation gift. 

VEM: What do you hope that Carolina 
will get out of the In the Footsteps of Paul 
tour of New Testament Greece? 

Curtis: I want her to connect with the 
Bible stories and the writers in a different 
way. The teaching will be wonderful. But 
like every VEM event, the people she will 
meet and build relationships with is another 
key. I want her to know her daddy loves her 
and is so thankful that she loves the Lord. ® 
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On the Trail of Adoni oe 


200i Snniversaa YS} 


In spite of sorrow, loss, and pain, 


Our course be onward still; 


We sow on Burmah’s barren plain, 


We reap on Zion's hill. 


wo hundred years ago this July, 
Adoniram Judson, the man 
credited as America’s first for- 
eign missionary, began an outreach to 
the people of Burma which would change 
that nation for the glory of God and 
impact the Church through his example 
of Gospel effectiveness in the field. For 
the inaugural launch year of the Hazard- 
ous Journeys Society and the bicentennial 
of Judson’s mission, I led a team of five 
men into the Burmese jungle to track the 
impact of Judson’s legacy. 

Our mission began with an unfore- 
seeable delay in flights that left my team 
divided—with me and my logistics coor- 
dinator stateside. It is the nature of a 
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—Adoniram Judson 


hazardous journey that field-ready teams 
must be able to adapt, improvise, and 
overcome as we meet new challenging 
providences of God. My team did just 
that. The three members who made it to 
Burma hit the ground and began to fulfill 
our initial mission objective—to assess 
the generational impact of Judson’s legacy 
by traveling to the old capital of Yangon 
and meeting with the descendants of his 
earliest converts to Christianity. For per- 
spective, when Judson arrived, the Chris- 
tian population in Burma was zero. Today 
there are more than two million profess- 
ing believers in a nation dominated by the 
demonic spiritism of the Buddhist faith. 
One of the most impressive discoveries 


The Team Prepares for a Sunset Shot in Bagan 


we made was in the home of U Zin Hla, 
a direct spiritual descendant of Judson. 
Over the course of three generations, the 
faithful spiritual warriors who make up 
this family have distributed Gospel tracts 
to every home in Burma—that is one 
family reaching a population in excess of 
sixty million people (approximately ten 
million households). 

Our journey took us through the jun- 
gle and to the summit of the Burmese 
volcano Mount Popa. But our efforts to 
reach the elephant camps of the Christian 
Karen people were cut short by the active 
guerilla warfare which made this loca- 
tion inaccessible. Undaunted, we made 
contact with other Burmese Christians 
standing against the powerful influence of 
Buddhism, a religion of superstition and 
paganism which dominates the Burmese 


landscape in the form of pagodas and 
stupas and the monks who preserve them. 
Not only the idolatry, but the antithesis 
between light and darkness, was abun- 
dantly clear through Buddhism’s rever- 
ence for the serpent as a guide towards the 
Buddha’s enlightenment. The serpent is 
prevalent through- 
out the culture, par- 
ticularly at pagodas, 
which are holy plac- 
es and temples for 
idolatrous statues 
and gathering plac- 
es for meditation. 
The serpent, rath- 
er than being seen 
as the Deceiver, is 
portrayed as a type 


of savior. Summiting Mount Popa 
In 1824, Judson 


was jailed for preaching the Gospel and 
placed in the prison of Aung-Pen-Le. 
Today the location is the site of the Jud- 
son Baptist Church. At this location we 
experienced one of the most humbling 
and sacrificial displays of hospitality. 
The women of Aung-Pen-Le—the wife, 
daughter, and two sisters of the church 
pastor—welcomed us into their church 
and allowed us to view original artifacts 
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from the time of Judson. 
This was an extraordinary 
privilege in light of the 
government removing and 
destroying most referenc- 
es to Judson’s Christian 
influence. 

Our experience at the 
home of Naing Thang was 
also impressive. There our 
every desire was attended 
to, sacrificial service was 
constant, and we were 
treated to a feast of gen- 
erously arranged foods of 
great variety, beautifully prepared, and 
equivalent to many months worth of sal- 
ary—an experience which greatly hum- 
bled us. Our hosts delighted in extending 
such hospitality, a reflection of their joy 
in Christ over our desire to chronicle and 
communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to their country. 

One of the signatures of a true HJS 
expedition experience is the emphasis on 
manhood, risk, and dominion. In our case, 
our team of five young men were heart- 
ened and inspired in our manhood as we 
experienced the strenuous climb up the 
volcanic crags of Mount Popa, and navi- 
gated the treacherous descent back down 
the slopes in the midst of the new hazards 
brought by a sudden deluge of monsoon 


Trekking through the Jungles of Burma 
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Buddhist Monastery in Ava 


INTERNATIONAL EXPEDITION REPORT 


rain. We thanked God for 
his protection as we faced 
the challenges and risk of 
negotiating our journey in 
the midst of a guerrilla war- 
fare-torn nation under the 
bondage of demonic spir- 
itism. Finally, each team 
member was emboldened 
as he embraced man’s call of 
dominion throughout our 
expedition as we recorded 
Adoniram Judson’s lega- 
cy—a legacy which reflect- 
ed his dream that the peo- 
ple and culture of Burma would break from 
the bondage of paganism and bow under 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

We returned from Burma rejoicing in 
the wondrous providence of God that we 
discovered in the country, being especial- 
ly heartened by the missionary zeal that 
the local Christians have for converting 
their countrymen. We also came away 
with a burdened spirit for the Buddhists 
who are deceived in the vain, idolatrous 
worship of their region, as well as with a 
renewed perspective and disdain for our 
own culture’s idolatries and the far-reach- 
ing consequences that flow from them. 

To learn more about the Burma Expe- 
dition, visit the Hazardous Journeys Soci- 
ety website: hazardousjourneys.org. ® 


Kurtis Amundson is a Digital 
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Media Staff of Vision Forum 


‘True Repentance 


A Key to Family Blessing 
By Doug Phillips 


For godly sorrow worketh 
repentance to salvation not to be 
repented of: but the sorrow of the 
world worketh death. 

—2 Corinthians 7:10 


f all the recommendations one 

might make to the father seeking 

to lead his family, or the young 
woman aspiring to a happy marriage, or 
the son hoping to chart a victorious course 
in life, or the wife who desires to honor 
God as a mother, the most important is the 
most basic: To have the blessing of God, you 
must repent of your sin. 

Success in life is not a function of bril- 
liance, or strategy, or effort, but of blessing. 
Those who remain unrepentant should 
not expect the blessing of the Lord. Unre- 
pentance is not only an impediment to the 
very object of our life—true unity with 
God—but it leads to the judgment of the 
Lord. It is the single greatest roadblock to 
family vision. 

But repentance must be sincere. It must 
spring from “godly sorrow.’ Too often 
“repentance” is the experience of offering 
a half-hearted and self-serving apology to 
God and man, mixed with large amounts 
of blame-shifting, pride, and a desire to be 
done with the whole matter so you don't 
ever have to deal with it again. It is the “T 
have said I am sorry on my terms and in 
my way, and there is nothing more I need 
to do, so if that is not good enough for you, 
then you are the one in sin’ attitude. 


Sorrow unto Death 


The Bible describes this attitude as “the 
sorrow of the world [which] produces 
death” (2 Cor. 7:10). It is a false sorrow, a 
self-centered and self-serving sorrow. Evi- 
dences of worldly sorrow include fear of 
bad results, a sense of pressure caused by 
the consequences of sin, and embarrass- 
ment over “getting caught.” Worldly sorrow 
may result in partial repentance accompa- 
nied by the telling of half-truths and admis- 
sion of just enough wrongdoing, and no 
more, than is necessary. Worldly sorrow is 
often accompanied by arrogance and pride, 
because, at the end of the day, the sinner 
does not believe his crimes are really that 
bad—at least, they are not as bad as the 
other guy’s crimes. 

This is a sorrow that leaves injured par- 
ties worse off because they are expected 
to accept the apology of one who is at best 
“sorry” with qualifications and reservations, 
unwilling to make the injured party whole. 

Charles Spurgeon offered this brilliant 
insight: 

There is, in the world, a great deal of 
sorrow on account of sin which is cer- 


Summer 2013 | THE FAMILY VISION 13 


tainly not repentance and never leads 
to it. Some transgressors are sorry for 
sin for a time—they are convicted of 
guilt with a transitory conviction which 
soon passes away. Many are sorry for 
sin because of its temporal consequenc- 
es—and many more because of its efer- 
nal consequences. They are afraid of 
Hell. If there were no Hell, they would 
like to continue to live in sin.... They are 
as fond of sin as ever they were, but they 
sorrow because they see that it is bring- 
ing them down to the gulf of Perdition. 
Now, that kind of sorrow is not repen- 
tance! A moth may burn its wings in the 
candle and then, full of pain, fly back 
to the flame. There is no repentance in 
the moth, though there is pain—and 
so, there is no repentance in some men, 
though there is in them a measure of 
sorrow on account of their sin. Do not, 
therefore, make a mistake in this matter, 
and think that sorrow for sin is, or even 
necessarily leads to, repentance. 


Godly Sorrow 


Before there can be family revival, there 
must be true repentance, and this means 
not just any sorrow, but godly sorrow. The 
elements of godly sorrow producing true 
repentance are these: 

Brokenness: Godly sorrow comes from 
a true brokenness over sin, knowing that 
you have first wronged God and, second, 
your fellow man. Those who experience 
true brokenness over sin are overwhelmed 
by the enormity of their crime. The man 
of godly sorrow is not drowning himself 
in entertainment and parties, self-gratifica- 
tion, and superficiality. He is not laughing 
away his problems. He is not seeking to for- 
get, but to remember his own wrongdoings 
until he has done what is right in the sight 
of God and man. Such a person is broken 
because he has sinned against the God 
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who loved him and has given him life. He 
has betrayed the Lover of his soul and now 
acknowledges the treason of his heart. He 
has broken the Greatest Commandment 
which is to love God with all his heart. But 
he has also broken the Second Greatest 
Commandment which is to love his broth- 
er as himself. The sinner of godly sorrow 
understands this and is abased and broken. 
He is deeply grieved that he has injured his 
brother. He enters into the pain of those 
whom he has wronged, and his heart is 
full of compassion for them because of the 
trouble his sin has caused. A truly repen- 
tant man is therefore a humble man who 
thinks less of himself and more of those he 
has injured. 


He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and 


forsaketh them shall have mercy. 
—Proverbs 28:13 


Forsaking Sin: The godly sorrow that 
leads to true repentance requires that the 
sinner forsake his sin. He must “go, and 
sin no more” (John 8:11). He neither 
attempts to substitute one sin practice 
for another, nor to fill the void created by 
the absence of the past sin with another 
ungodly dependency. A sinner who gives 
up one immorality for another, or one 
form of sin addiction for another, remains 
unrepentant and in bondage. One of the 
clearest signs of worldly sorrow and false 
repentance is that, once caught, the sinner 
simply transfers his sin to another venue. 

Truth Telling: Spurgeon wrote: “True 
mourning for sin will make us very jealous 
over our tongue, lest it should say a wrong 
word.” * Those who experience godly sor- 
row and true repentance will therefore tell 
the whole truth. They will not play word 


games or withhold those facts which would 
make them look worse. They are not afraid 
of looking worse because they are repen- 
tant and hopeful of forgiveness, mercy, and 
a fresh start which comes from receiving 
the blessing of God on the integrity of their 
repentance. They will not further their 
wrongs by slandering others behind their 
backs or building alliances designed to pro- 
tect themselves from the consequences of 
their sins. They will simply, humbly, and 
completely tell the truth regarding their 
own faults. In so doing, they embrace the 
promise of God that: “He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper: but whoso confess- 
eth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” 
(Proverbs 28:13). 

Acceptance of Responsibility: True 
godly sorrow necessarily requires the sin- 
ner to take full responsibility for his actions. 
He is willing to be vulnerable, to accept the 
consequences of what he has done, and to 
place himself at the mercy of God. Paul 
the Apostle said, if “I have committed any 
thing worthy of death, I [demand] to die” 
(Acts 25:11). If you have ever listened to 
a person “repent” by making excuses for 
their actions, shifting blame, accusing oth- 
ers in the process, or telling half-truths, you 
can be sure that this person does not have 
godly sorrow and, therefore, is not repen- 
tant. Taking responsibility is not only the 
essence of true leadership, it is inextricably 
linked to true repentance. 

Restitution: Those who experience 
godly sorrow and true repentance will 
desire to make restitution to the victim. 
There is a spiritual debt to God himself 
which they can never pay and which only 
the blood of Christ will satisfy. But there 
is a temporal debt to their fellow man 
which they must be willing to pay. It is not 
enough that they will cease and desist from 
the wrongdoing. They will do whatever is 
necessary to heal those they have injured 


by restoring to them what they have taken. 
Godly sorrow produces such compassion 
for the injured party that the penitent man 
aches to bring health and wholeness to 
those he has injured. 

Peace: The man who experiences a god- 
ly sorrow unto repentance desires to live 
at peace with those he has injured, and all 
the more so when sin has brought strife 
and division between fellow believers. As 
he desires reconciliation with God, so, too, 
he desires reconciliation with his fellow 
man. It is folly to speak of reconciliation 
with God, but to reject it with your broth- 
er, because the one necessarily leads to 
a desire for the other. It is the command 
and stated will of God that we seek peace 
within the Body of Christ, which is why a 
sinner who grieves over his sin will go to 
great lengths to seek peace with those he 
has injured. 

With all of this in mind, stop and think on 
your hopes, dreams, and aspirations for life. 
Think on your children, future children, 
your husband, wife, your work—think on 
all that you hold dear, most importantly, 
your soul. Everything depends on the bless- 
ing of God which you may not presume 
to receive while you continue in the arro- 
gance of false repentance, which is sister to 
worldly sorrow. But oh what hope we have 
according to the infinite mercies of God, 
and the love of Jesus Christ, when godly 
sorrow fills our heart, leading to true sal- 
vation and the hope of new beginnings. @ 


NOTES: 


1. Rev, Charles H. 
Spurgeon, Sermon 
2691, “Sorrow and 
Sorrow.” 

2. Rev. Charles H. 
Spurgeon, Sermon 
575, “The Pierced One 
Pierces the Heart.” 


Doug Phillips is President of 
Vision Forum Ministries 
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“Tt’s Time to Act Like Men” 


Manhood, Risk, and Dominion in the Untamed Alaskan Outback 


By Austin F Collins 


» allt Co Maaak 


“Be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man.’»—1 Kings 2:2 


From July 18th to the 27th, Austin F Col- 
lins, wilderness expert and Director of HJS 
National, led a group of men including fathers 
and sons on the Alaska Untamed Bootcamp. 


or its panoramic expanses, 
F untamed wilderness experience, 

and mountaintop vistas, Alaska 
stands unique among the fifty American 
states. Here is a world of frozen mammoth 
bones, giant herds of caribou, and a native 
population that still hunts whale and seal 
using harpoons. In Alaska we find the 
very best elements needed for a true haz- 
ardous journey experience, which is why 
we selected it for the HJS’s 2013 national 
expedition. Assisting me on the adventure 


16 THE FAMILY VISION | Summer 2013 


was our wilderness responder, Justice Phil- 
lips, and Director of International Expedi- 
tions, Joshua Phillips. Our local host and 
guide was Preston Cavner of the notewor- 
thy Alaskan guiding company, Cavner and 
Julian, and future HJS expedition leader 
to Kazakhstan. 

Our team included young men and 
fathers and sons who hailed from the 
Atlantic Coast of New Jersey to the Pacific 
Coast of California, and places in between, 
including the mountains of Wyoming. The 
team was made up of athletes, ex-mil- 
itary men, a fit 12-year-old, and men 
nearing their 50s. Regardless of back- 
ground, every man was stretched. I 
would say that every man was hum- 


NATIONAL EXPEDITION REPORT HA iourneis 


Backpacking through the Alaskan Wilderness 


bled—humbled physically, humbled 
in ability to endure, to receive help, to 
cast vision, to embrace challenge, and to 
continue with the mission. 

Over the course of ten days, the men 
were exposed to biblical principles of 
leadership, including the HJS themes 
of Christian manhood, appropriate 
risk to meet challenges, and the doc- 
trine of dominion, with its emphasis on 
the Lordship of Christ over all of cre- 
ation. Our team slept under the stars, 
fished in rivers and streams, encoun- 
tered bear, fox, and sheep, and sum- 
mited mountains. The men carried 
packs ranging from 
30-60 lbs., hiking 
through near freez- 
ing rivers to reach 
their goal, climbing 
nearly 4,000 ver- 
tical feet. At times 
the onslaught of 
fatigue and the 
size of the task 
ahead was nearly 
overwhelming. 

On day five, for 


Traversing the Alpine Tundra example, our back- 


country hikers 
paired up to cross a waist-deep, gla- 
cier-fed, near-freezing stream. Next, 
our team traversed trail-less, boul- 
der-filled, rolling hills. Rockslides and 


SOCIETY 


Justice Phillips Holds a Northern Pike 


crashing rocks left smells of fresh- 
ly crushed stone, like gun powder; 
sure footing and constant awareness 
were necessities. In the middle of our 
5-mile ascent, one man found himself 
paralyzed as he traversed a rock-lad- 
en 45-degree slope on the banks of a 
rushing river which swept away every- 
thing in its path. In the midst of this 
challenge, this man’s son removed his 
father’s pack, took away a great burden, 


Team Cranks Out Push-ups on the Mountain Top 


and helped him get past the danger. 
Both father and son realized a victo- 
ry—a son taking upon himself the yoke 
of his father, and a father receiving the 
aid of his son. At one point, it was nec- 
essary for each man to step in the foot- 
steps of the man ahead of him as they 
crossed the snow-laden and icy saddle 
of a mountain pass. Our mission com- 
pleted, the team members rejoiced in 
what was, for most, one of the greatest 
physical challenges of their lives. 
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a | Y he great struggles over faith and 
| liberty in our nation’s past give 
—& us important insights for the 
struggles of the present. It was this theme 
that Doug Phillips and Bill Potter empha- 
sized to more than a hundred folks who 
gathered on July 8-13 for the Philadel- 
phia Faith & Freedom Tour. 

At the opening dinner—held in histor- 
ic Philadelphia—Phillips put the matter 
front and center, explaining the primary 
goal of the week: “If you want to be pre- 
pared for the future, you have to under- 
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stand the past.... Bill and I want to give 
you pearls [from American history] that 
... you [can] take out . . . to encourage 
others—to hearten yourself during the 
day of adversity.’ 

To the young people he gave this 
charge: “Go into this tomorrow with your 
heart open, your pens at the ready... . 
Mark down the most important thoughts, 
because my expectation is that you will use 
this to disciple your children someday.’ 

In setting the stage for the week, Bill 
Potter explained the key role that Phila- 


delphia played in early America as a gate- 
way for mass immigration and the host 
of many momentous events during the 
1700s, drawing noted leaders from all 
13 colonies. 

The tour got officially underway the 
next morning at the Christ Church Burial 
Ground where five signers of the Declara- 
tion of Independence are buried, includ- 
ing Benjamin Franklin and Benjamin 
Rush. Phillips and Potter gave lessons 
from the lives of these luminaries before 
taking the group to Christ Church, one 
of Philadelphia’s most prominent con- 
gregations during colonial times. In con- 
trast to this assembly, which tended to be 
more loyal to the British Crown, Phillips 
explained the profound influence that the 
Old Pine Street Church exerted during 
America’s War for Independence, with 
Pastor George Duffield publicly denounc- 
ing British tyranny from his pulpit. The 
day’s tour was capped off by visits to the 
Old Quaker Meeting House and Carpen- 
ter’s Hall, where the First Continental 
Congress convened. 

The following day, the group visited 
the National Constitution Center, which 
though rife with politically correct inter- 
pretation, is host to Signers’ Hall, a room 


At Jonathan Edwards’ Grave at Princeton Cemetery 


Here George Whitefield Preached During the 
Great Awakening and Later Washington Worshiped 


which features impressive, life-size bronze 
statues of all 39 signers of the U.S. Con- 
stitution, as well as the 3 dissenters who 
were present during the signing ceremony 
on September 17, 1787. After a brief stop 
at the Liberty Bell, the group made their 
way to the Second National Bank building 
that currently houses a vast collection of 
original portraits of America’s founders 
painted by Charles Willson Peale and his 
son Rembrandt. The day concluded with 
a tour and lengthy discussion of Inde- 
pendence Hall and the history-changing 
events that took place there in 1776. 

The final three days of the tour had 
two primary points of focus: the pivotal 
influence that pastors such as Jonathan 
Edwards and John Witherspoon had in 
shaping the early American mind, and 
the singular leadership role that George 
Washington exercised during the Found- 
ing Era. The group traced these themes 
during visits to Princeton Cemetery, 
Brandywine Battlefield, Washington’s 
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Crossing, and Valley Forge, among other 
key locations. 

In relating the legacy of Princeton Uni- 
versity, Bill Potter explained that—in 
contrast to Harvard and Yale—the prior- 
ity followed in choosing this school’s ear- 
ly presidents was the candidate’s real-life 
experience, rather than past background 
in academia. Potter remarked: “[ Jona- 
than Edwards] was a man who had been 
under fire and had been practically living 


Providence Mather Phillips Looks Out 
On the Location Where Washington Made 
His Daring Crossing over the Delaware River 


the Christian life in pastoral ministry. All 
these men were that way before they came 
here to be... presidents over an [academ- 
ic] institution. ... They knew what prac- 
tical Christian ministry and living were 
about. They went after men who were 
great preachers so they could pass this on 
to young men under their charge.” 
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PHILADELPHIA FAITH AND FREEDOM TOUR REPORT 


\ 


Bill Potter at Washington's Crossing 


At Valley Forge, Doug Phillips read 
from poignant correspondence [see p. 21] 
that was exchanged between George 
Washington and the Marquis de Lafay- 
ette upon the Frenchman’s parting with 
his mentor. In emphasizing the need for 
Christians to cultivate strong friendships, 
Phillips asked: “Are you aware today of 
relationships that men have that reach the 
level of depth and integrity and honor of 
[these men]?” 


Mary Elaine Turley Dresses in Style for Her 
Faith and Freedom Tour Visit to Fort Mifflin 


In summarizing the week, Phillips made 
this observation: “I am more convinced 
than ever that this is the time to study the 
principles, actions, visions, victories, losses, 
betrayals, friendships, and meaning of men 
and movements behind the War of Ameri- 
can Independence. .. .So many of the same 
core issues of that time are playing out in our 
culture today, and this will only increase.” & 


PHILADELPHIA FAITH AND FREEDOM TOUR REPORT 


Nobility and Honor in Manly Friendships 


“.. there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” —Proverbs 18:24 


Dr. R.J. Rushdoony observed that God changes the world through dedicated 
minorities. Behind the dedicated minority through whom the Lord worked to 
secure American independence was a small “conspiracy of friends,” and for some, 
the friendships ran even deeper. The Lord allowed a very special father-and-son 
relationship to develop between George Washington and the young Marquis de 
Lafayette. This friendship resulted in unusual blessing to the nation as a whole. 
Below are excerpts from their correspondence. 


Washington's Parting Letter to Lafayette: 


“In the moment of our separation, upon 
the road as I travelled, and every hour 
since, I have felt all that love, respect and 
attachment for you, with which length of 
years, close connexion, and your merits 
have inspired me. I often asked myself, as 
our carriages separated, whether that was 
the last sight I ever should have of you? 
And though I wished to say No, my fears 
answered Yes.” 


George Washington 


Lafayette’s Response: 


“No, my Beloved General, our late parting 
was Not By Any Meansalast interview—My 
whole Soul Revolts at the idea—and Could 
I Harbour it an instant, indeed, my dear 
General, it would make me Miserable—I 
well see You Never will go to [France ]—the 
Unexpressible pleasure of Embracing You 
in My own House, of wellcoming You in a 
family where Your name is adored, I do not 
much Expect to Experience—But to You, I 
shall Return, and within the walls of Mount vernon we shall Yet often Speack of 
old times—my firm plan is to visit now and then My friends on this Side of the 
Atlantick, and the Most Beloved ofall friends I Ever Had, or ever will Have Any 
where, is too Strong an inducement for me to Return to Him, nor to think that, 
when Ever it is possible, I will Renew my So pleasing visits to Mount vernon. ... 
adieu, my dear general, it is not without Emotion that I write this word—altho’ 
I know] shall Soon visit You Again—Be attentive to Your Health—let me Hear 
from You Every month—adieu, adieu.” 


Gilbert du Motier, 
Marquis de Lafayette 
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f %&_ ne of the distinguishing marks 
| ) of Christianity is a love for the 
SJ gift of life. Biblical Christiani- 
ty is inherently pro-life. It is our love for 
God—the Giver of life—that motivates 
us to love His Word which commands us 
to “be fruitful and multiply,” to “rescue 
the perishing,’ and to demonstrate true 
religion which is the care for widows and 
orphans in their distress. This was one 
of the themes of the 2010 Vision Forum 
Ministries event, The Baby Conference, 
as well as the message of our internation- 
al work, Rescue Haiti’s Children, which 
highlights the need of Haitian orphans for 
adoption. Here at Vision Forum Minis- 
tries, the message of adoption is not only 
part of our mission, it is part of our life 
story. 75% of the board member families 
of Vision Forum Ministries have adop- 
tion stories, and a growing number of the 
friends and associates of this ministry 
have embraced the gift of adoption. Love 
is in the air—it is the love of adoption. 
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The Gough Family 


Stephen Kendrick is known to many as 
the producer of award-winning Christian 
films such as Fireproof and Courageous. 
He also serves as faculty for VFM’s Chris- 
tian Filmmakers Academy and a judge 
for the San Antonio Independent Chris- 
tian Film Festival. Stephen and his wife, 


Jill, returned from China this July with 
their very first adoption, a little girl with 
a special heart condition named Mia. Ste- 
phen noted, “She has been hearing songs 
about Jesus in our home and has already 
been saying the name of Jesus. Everything 
about her life is changing. Her special 
need and heart condition means she gets 
to hear the Gospel. If she had been born 
whole, she would likely have grown up in 
a Buddhist or Atheistic home... and nev- 
er heard the name of Jesus. We truly serve 
a God Who often does His greatest works 
of redemption through the weakest evi- 
dences of human frailty and dysfunction.” 

Erik Weir, who is a financial consul- 
tant and was a featured speaker at VFM’s 
recent History of America Conference, 
remarked: “My family attended VFM’s 
Baby Conference as we were desiring to 
learn more about how we could grow our 
family. Robin and I have four biological 
sons and have long desired to have more 
children and have always felt that some- 
one was missing from our family. We 
are unable to have any more biological 


Stephen & Jill Kendrick with New Daughter Mia 


children, but our desire for children has 
not diminished.” 

After two years of hopes and disap- 
pointments on the journey of adoption, 
their dream came true this July when they 
received an unexpected call that there was a 
child waiting for them: “I was unsure how I 
would feel when I met our new son. After all, 
it came very fast, and we had surrendered to 
the idea that it may not happen at all. When 
I first held George, I had all the same emo- 
tions I had when holding my biological sons 
for the first time. I was emotional, wept with 
joy, and felt profoundly blessed to hold a 
newborn beaming with a bright future and 
a blank slate of life experiences. Robin and I 
felt the same way—as if he was our biolog- 
ical son. Our four sons also are overjoyed 
and take turns feeding George and meeting 
his needs. Our whole family has changed for 
the better with the addition of a 9-pound 
blessing named George Noble Fairbanks 
Weir, who is a gift from God to a family that 
is undeserving, yet profoundly grateful” & 
Read Erik and Robin’s compelling adoption story on 
our website: visionforumministries.org 


Erik & Robin Weir with New Son George 
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Kindness 


<< 
= 9O I I oe, 
0°40 Aig DOS 


By Douglas Winston Phillips 


I am stuck on a conundrum, and it’s making me reflect 
About a troubling weakness and a character defect. 
It’s one that often plagues me, and it plagues some friends of mine; 
I’m speaking of the painful message sent when we're not kind. 


The greatest act of kindness in all of history 
Was modeled by the Savior while hanging from a tree: 
“Forgive them Father,” was His cry, “they know not what they do.” 
In those few words He demonstrated kindness, pure and true. 


He could have said, “Forgive them,” and then let the matter stand. 


He could have just ignored them as He hung there by His hands. 
But instead He showed them kindness by taking up the case 
Of wretched hypocrites and fools who merited disgrace. 


It’s easy to show kindness when there’s nothing on the line. 
It’s easy to be generous to those who treat you kind. 
It’s easy to be kindly to the beautiful and handsome; 
It’s easy to think kind thoughts when invited to a mansion. 


But when you can show kindness to those who want your hide, 
Or those who have betrayed you to save themselves, then lied, 
Or if your act of kindness gets you nothing but a loss, 
Then you've an inclination of Christ's wording on the Cross. 


INSPIRATION FOR THE DINNER TABLE 


Kindness is how and why you love your drooling little brother. 
Kindness is the way you sit beside your aged mother. 
Kindness is showing mercy on a loved one in despair. 

Kindness is forgetting your own hurts to show them that you care. 


There are some folks who act kindly, when they have something to gain. 
There are others who feign kindness, when hiding their own blame. 
There are some who are selective in the kindness that they show. 
And others who are only kind to certain folks that they know. 


There’s something very ugly when a good man acts unkind; 
But before you judge him harshly, keep this one thing in mind: 
You too have been quite unloving, unthoughtful, maybe cruel, 

And if you hope for mercy, don’t forget the Golden Rule. 


Yes, there’s been enough unkindness on everybody's part, 
That now would be the perfect time to call for a fresh start. 
It’s time to think right kindly of the loved ones you call friend, 
The way you hope they think of you when you're feeling at the end. 


"Cause the precious few who treasure kindness deep within their heart, 
And even when they are hurt by others, always play the part 
Of being so truly, deeply, wholly, passionately kind, 
Are the folks that touch your heartstrings and are always on your mind. 


You will meet with many prophets, and with mercies not a few, 
You will walk with those hospitable, and charitable too. 
You will learn from the diligent, and from some humility, 
But to meet a truly kind man is to glimpse eternity. 
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Help Jonathan Park Uncover an Ancient Mystery 


For more than a decade, the Jonathan Park Creation 
Radio Drama has been broadcast around the world. 
Today it reaches more than a dozen nations on more 
than 700 stations. It is not only one of the most be- 
loved Christian radio dramas, but the only creationist 
show of its kind featuring a homeschool family. Now 
we need your help to get a fresh new story to the world. 


onathan Park and the the Creation 
Response Team are headed for a 
journey they’ve never attempted 
before—the exciting world of Ancient 
Egypt. In our last album, Jonathan, Ken- 
dall, and their guide, Akiva, investigated 
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archeological discoveries along the Nile, 
and a puzzling artifact found underneath 
the Sphinx—all tied to a bigger plot for a 
new dictator who is fighting for control of 
the country! 

As they investigate mysteries, they will 
discover that Egyptian archeology is actu- 
ally in harmony with the biblical accounts 
of the Old Testament. Through this new 
series, our hopeis to equip families to form 
a biblical view of world history. The 12 
episodes for The Whispering Sphinx have 
been written and recorded, and with your 

we can finish producing them. ® 


~ 


Help Us with This Ministry 
of Gospel Encouragement 
and Family Reformation 


Please remember us at this time, with your heartfelt prayers and supplications, 
that God would guide, bless, and protect the work of this ministry. We are grateful 
for your support, and we thank you for your generous giving which allows us to 
continue this work of the Lord. 


visionforumministries.org/support 


VISION FORUM 
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SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDENT 
CHRISTIAN FILM FESTIVAL | \. 


Film Warriors of Faith Storm the Cultural Gates 
We are picking a fight in 2014. Grab your camera and join us! 


n February of 2013, more than 
§ §=2,000 people in attendance for the 
SK SAICFF Jubilee Award ceremonies, 
and more than 20,000 viewers on live 
streaming, watched history in the making 
as 21-year-old Brian Ivey came on stage 
to receive his $101,000 prize for Best of 
Festival. Great praise to God was given 
as he was surrounded by other Christian 
filmmakers and judges who prayed over 
him with holy fervor as he delivered what 
must surely be one of the most significant 
and moving speeches in the history of 
awards for Christian cinema. The mes- 
sage: “We are here to fight!” 
Ivey later wrote: “To me, Saturday night 
was a watershed moment for Christian 
film. All my team has been praying for over 
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the past year for a way to unify the body 
in order to stand against the Hollywood 
machine. To me, Hollywood has specta- 
cle, but we have truth. And if the wisdom 
and wherewithal of seasoned Christian 
filmmakers can just align with the vision 
and versatility of new ones, we'll change 
the whole game. I say this only to assure 
you that I’m ready to fight. That I’m ready 
to live sacrificially and answer the call as a 
storyteller for Christ.” 


The San Antonio Independent Christian Film Festival 


Join Us in 2014 for the 10th 
Anniversary of the SAICFF 


February of 2014 marks the 10th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the San Antonio 
Independent Christian Film Festival. In a 
decade, much has happened practically to 
show the economic, aesthetic, and Gospel 
impact of this movement, but one thing 
has remained a constant—we are wit- 
nessing the great blessing of God on those 
courageous men and women who are tak- 
ing the field with their cameras to change 
the world for Christ. You can help us build 
and plan well for this big anniversary year 
by signing-up now for both the SAICFF 
and our Christian Filmmakers Academy. 


Kirk Cameron and Doug Phillips Lecture at the CFA 


CFA Faculty Shares Filmmaking Insights 


Sign Up Now for Americas 
Premiere Training Academy for 
Christian Filmmakers 


Our motto is “taking every frame cap- 
tive,’ and our mission is epistemologically 
self-conscious Christian filmmaking. This 
means training the present and future 
generation of filmmakers in technical 
excellence executed with precision in the 
context of a rigorous Christian worldview. 
Take advantage of our online, early-bird 
specials to sign up now So you can join 
Stephen Kendrick, Geoff Botkin, Doug 
Phillips, and a noteworthy faculty of 
Christian directors, writers, producers, 
actors, composers and more for Ameri- 
ca’s premiere bootcamp on practical and 
theoretical filmmaking from a presup- 
positionally Christian perspective—the 
Christian Filmmakers Academy. @ 
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very generation has a calling. 
Eg Ours is the generation of the 

dreamers, the hope-casters, the 
visionaries, and the prophets. We are the 
legacy-builders and the wilderness-wan- 
derers who declare the coming reign of 
Christ. We are the preservers of the best, 
the pundits of the worst, and the scrib- 
al monks who diligently work to record 
the legacies of providences past and the 
wisdom of battles won. We are the men- 
tors of tomorrow, and we have been giv- 
en a holy charge—the training of the 
300, and of the 7,000, in whose proven 
hands God may choose to turn the world 
upside down. 

We have a brief whisper of a season to 
lay up storehouses of wisdom while lib- 
erty yet prevails. It appears that we have 
been given the blessing and burden of 
being the last generation to enjoy one of 
the sweetest multi-century epochs of free- 
dom in the history of the world. And all 
of this has been given to us so that others 
can fight hard and hold fast. Our sons and 
grandsons will be the warriors and the 
fighters on a battlefield that may remind 
us of Rome in the 2nd century A.D., of 
Europe in the 7th, of Scotland in the 16th, 
and of America in the 18th. 

Our mission is to advance in faith. 
We dare not stand with those men on 
either extreme of the precipice of pre- 
sumption—the one declaring the end of 
nations and the imminent destruction of 
the earth, and the other heralding the res- 
toration of the righteous rule of Christ 
over the nations within a generation. We 
are in this fight for the long haul. We are in 
it to the death. We are here as long as our 
Lord requires, be that one generation or 
one thousand. 

But we are not blind to our place in his- 
tory. And that is why we embrace the obli- 


gation upon us. Ours is a Gospel mission 
that brings the only message capable of 
piercing the heart and transforming the 
man. Ours is a Great Commission man- 
date that seeks the discipleship of the 
nations. Ours is a dominion cause that 
reminds us that the earth is the Lord’s, 
and we are duty-bound to subdue it for 
His glory. 

And to these ends, we purpose to be 
about the business of building a new 
man for the 21st century. The new man 
rejects the nihilism, relativism, selfish- 
ness, and hopelessness of the man of the 
20th century. He is a man who sees the 
danger coming and prepares himself by 
first testing his own mettle. The new man 
must be strong and fit and bold and fear- 
less in the face of unbelief, hatred, stat- 
ism, idolatry, and persecution. Only such 
a man will survive and prosper in our 
brave new century. 


[We] know that life is preparation 
for brief moments of opportunity. 


And we are about the business of ready- 
ing such a man because we know that life 
is preparation for brief moments of oppor- 
tunity. We do this because we know that 
the world as we know it is soul sick. We do 
this because we remember the promise of 
our Savior that the gates of Hell will not 
prevail against His Church. We declare 
that as long as there is a remnant of the 
faithful, there is a fight to be had. We do 
this because it is our hope and dream 
that our great-grandsons will not merely 
restore ancient walls, but will build a new 
world for the Lord Jesus Christ. ® 


The above words are excerpted from the message 
“The Meaning of the 20th Century,” presented at the 
History of America Conference. 
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